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Many times after purchasing necessary household appliances, car tires, tools, and 
other household products with our hard-earned cash, we find out later we could 
have made better decisions that could have saved us a lot of money, time, and grief. 
 
 

Here is a simple strategy to help. 

 
_____________________________________ 

 
 
 
    Not only can our own personal experience and those of our family and friends be valid when 
trying to choose and purchase quality products, but using tools available through Consumer 
Reports Online magazine and such, can save us a lot of money and grief.  I have consulted 
and referenced Consumer Reports magazines, articles, and scientific studies in particular for 
decades when buying products. 
 
 
    Many times certain products and manufacturers have gained a reputation for being high 
quality, when in fact, the company(s) have been sold to other corporations who have lower 
quality and reliability standards - and their products are not longer what they once were. (This 
seems to be a phenomenon seen in the last several decades in the United States - companies 
often being bought and sold)  Additionally, it can be difficult to find other little-known 
manufacturers that have entered the market with a much-better product than we were aware 
of!  Many times I have seen people's buying choices based-upon old family opinions 
and "hearsay" that has been passed-down to them while growing up…buying opinions 
based on past cultural mindsets - not on fact.  
 

 
 

     Consumer Reports has always been a non-profit company, striving to side on the 
consumers' interests and well-being. Many consumer product companies do not share these 
values. Most appear to receive money to do product studies, or receive money for advertising. 
Money seems to always taint objectivity. Consumer Reports takes no money for advertising or 
anything else from manufacturers.  This tends to free them from biasing in studies. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

     Consumer Reports online magazine is very inexpensive (presently around $20/year) in 
comparison to the thousands it can save us in money and time and grief over years.  You are 
going to get for the most part - in-depth, unbiased, scientific studies and reports done on a far 
range of products from Consumer Reports, AND they report actual consumer data from 
meticulous questionnaires. 
 
 
    Simply before buying a product - go online and check to see what are the current top-
ranked manufacturers for the item.   
 
Then, (THIS IS MOST IMPORTANT) research the individual MODEL of the product.  In 
the old days, most, if not all the models of a top-ranked manufacturer used to great.  Not 
so now!  It seems that presently, there are more companies with  good reputations for 
quality products carrying some really bad models. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
     Case in point:  Several years ago I needed to buy a new room air conditioner.  I went to 
CR online magazine, found the current top-ranked manufacturer in quality and reliability, and 
went-off to Lowe's Home Improvement to buy it, where it was on-sale.  I felt a strong impulse to 
go back and research that manufacturer's individual models.  The one I was going to buy 
was a problematic loser! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
This page shows how most of the current window air conditioner manufacturers are producing 
reliable machines. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

This page shows how there are some models with low scores that are to be avoided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



More and more people are also currently using the customer feedback sections of 
Amazon.com of the product and model they are interested in their research.  I try to go here 
also and wade through all peoples' comments.  This can be very helpful! 
 
 
 
 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Amazon is now trying to post from "verified buyers" because of all the fraudulent posts that 
were being entered to the comment section: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Here are examples of several other useful Consumer Report product studies that can 
save us a lot of time, energy, money, and grief:  
 
 
     Mattresses, for example.  A bad mattress purchase can seriously degrade a person's 
quality of life.  Chronic nights of poor sleeping can affect our sanity - let alone having to live 
with routine back pains, stiff joints, neck aches, posture ailments, etc.  Some mattresses wear-
out much more quickly than others! 
 
 
 
 
CR's Overview section... 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
There is a general buying guide... 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
A section teaching you all about the different types!... 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
Very useful:  Manufacturers Ratings! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
Top-Ranked Models!... 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Store Rankings !... 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE!: 
 As to recently becoming aware of possible national health safety issue(s) resulting 
from government mandated use of dangerous flame retardants in mattress construction 



for the last 10 years, no one should consider buying a non-organic, chemical-free 
mattress at this time until this issue is resolved.  There has been class action litigation 
concerning this problem.   
 
People absorbing cancer-causing and other toxic chemicals every night from their 
mattresses is possibly the next huge product safety issue similar to MSG in food, BPA’s 
in bottles and food containers, etc.! 
 
Please view:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_-NQqDuC4I  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_-NQqDuC4I


Examples: other useful product buying helps... 
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